BIRTH CENTENARY OF
UTTAM KUMAR

Uttam Kumar was born on 03 September
1926 in Calcutta, and his name given at birth was
Arun Kumar Chattopadhyay. Despite the initial
struggles and hardships in his career, he
established a distinct identity in Bengali cinema
through his acting skills, discipline, dedication,
and extraordinary screen presence, which
eventually earned him the title of “Mahanayak”
(The Great Hero). His first released film,
Drishtidan, came out in 1948. During the 1950s,
he emerged as one of the leading actor of Bengali
cinema and, through films such as Agnipariksha,
Saptapadi, Harano Sur, Sagarika, Grihadaha,
Jatugriha, Antony Firingee and Chiriyakhana,
gained immense popularity while also establishing
himself as a serious and versatile actor.

The distinctiveness of Uttam Kumar was
not limited merely to his immense popularity. He
went beyond his identity as a popular actor and
demonstrated remarkable diversity, depth, and
sensitivity in his performances. In Satyajit Ray’s
film Nayak (1966), he powerfully portrayed the
inner conflicts, insecurities, and sensitivity of a
successful film actor. For his performances in
Antony Firingee and Chiriyakhana, he received the
National Film Award for Best Actor. Thus, he
established both the popular star and the serious
actor as equally significant facets in Bengali
cinema. His contribution was not confined to
acting; he was also actively involved as a producer,
director, singer, and music composer, thereby
making a multifaceted contribution to the
production and development of Bengali cinema.

During his active film career, Uttam Kumar
worked in more than 100 films and earned such
enduring popularity among millions of viewers in

Bengal that his name became synonymous with
the Golden Era of Bengali Cinema. His personality
and acting transcended the boundaries of the
screen and became an integral part of Bengali
society, language, popular culture, and collective
memory. His distinctive dialogue delivery,
personality, style, and emotional portrayal
connected him with several generations of
audiences. This wide-ranging cultural impact
elevated him beyond being merely a successful
actor and established him as the “Mahanayak” of
Bengali cinema. He passed away on 24 July 1980
at the age of 53, but his popularity and cultural
legacy have continued to endure even after his
demise. The renaming of the Tollygunge metro
station as “Mahanayak Uttam Kumar Metro
Station” stands as an important symbol of
enduring public honour and respect for him.

The year 2026, marking the birth
centenary of Uttam Kumar, provides an important
occasion to commemorate his life, art of acting,
and central and enduring contribution to Bengali
cinema. It is also an opportunity to pay tribute to
the Golden Era of Bengali cinema, its rich
cinematic traditions, and the contributions of its
artists and creators, among whom Uttam Kumar
occupies a distinctive and unforgettable place.

The Department of Posts is pleased to
issue a commemorative postage stamp on the
occasion of the birth centenary of Uttam Kumar.
The stamp reflects his unparalleled stature in
Bengali cinema and his enduring contribution to
India’s cultural heritage.
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